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H ASK A DESIgnEr

Margie 
Grace

Q A
Grasses  

are the unsunG 

heroes of the 

Garden

2
pIcturE booK

“debra prinzing’s garden 
books are beautifully 

written and illustrated, and 
full of great ideas.” 

the 50 mile bouquet: seasonal, 
local and sustainable flowers,  

$14; amazon.com

3
ShowEr gEl

“this leaves my skin  
very sof afer a hard  

day of digging.” 
L’Occitane Almond Shower  
Oil, $24; usa.loccitane.com

4
rEStAurAnt rAvE

“los agaves in santa 
barbara has the best fresh 
mexican food, bar none!” 

los-agaves.com

5
go-to plAnt

“succulents take salt  
air and put up with wind, 

so they’re great at the 
ocean’s edge.” 

1
DIggIng DEvIcE

“the quality of sneeboer 
tools is incomparable.” 

Transplanting Trowel in Cherry, 
$48.50; gardentoolcompany.com

Landscape designer MArgIE grAcE 

of Santa Barbara, California, shares her 

secrets for beautiful coastal gardens. 

What is the most common gardening 

mistake you see on the coast? 

Mg: Picking plants that are ill-suited  

to their site just because you love them. 

If you love gardenias, think about why 

you love them. Is it the scent? If so, pick 

something else that smells lovely but 

holds up better in salt, sand, sun, and 

windburn, like jasmine. If what you love 

is a shiny green leaf, try Carmel creeper.

Which seaside plants do you love? 

Mg: Coast to coast, there are “wow” 

grasses such as Canyon Prince wild rye 

and blue oat grass that are the unsung 

heroes of the garden—they capture 

light, provide movement in sea breezes, 

and last through all seasons.  

tell us your top tip for container 

gardens by the beach.

Mg: Add pebbles or sea glass on top of 

the soil—it helps hold the plant down in 

strong coastal winds.

What is your favorite statement piece 

in a coastal garden? 

Mg: I like to use something from the 

natural environment, like one to three 

boulders set together as though they 

were a sculpture. Buy boulders from a 

local stone supplier for an authentic 

sense of place. —Madeleine Frank

take 

five


